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SUBJECT: MRS. CARTER'S VISIT: PROPOSED REMARKS AT MAY 3 1 
RECEPTION 

REP: STATE 104923 

1. THIS MESSAGE TRANSMITS PROPOSED TEXT OP REMARKS FOR USE 
BY MRS. CARTER IN REPLYING TO PRESIDENT ODUBER’S WELCOMING 
REMARKS AT NATIONAL THEATER RECEPTIO IN MAY 31. 

2. BEGIN TEXT QUOTE: PRESIDENT ODUBER, FOREIGN MINISTER 
FACIO, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FRIENDS: 

I WAMK OJTHANK YOU POR THOSE EXTREMELY WARM WORDS OF WELCOME. 
YOU MAKE ME FEEL TRULY AT HOME HERE. 

I AM DELIGHTED TO BE BACK IN COSTA RICA. AS YOU KNOW, I FIRST 
VISITED COSTA RICA WITH MY HUSBAND JIMMY IN 1972 WHEN HE WAS 
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GOVERNOR OP THE STATE OP GEORGIA. WE HAD THE PLEASURE OF SEEING 
A GOOD BIT OF YOUR BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY, AND EXPERIENCING YOUR 
WELL KNOWN HOSPITALITY. WE LEPT WITH A FEELING THAT EVEN THOUGH 
OUR VISIT WAS SHORT WE HAD ESTABLISHED MUTUAL FEELINGS OF WARM 
FRIENDSHIP AND RESPECT WITH MANY COSTA RICANS. I HAVE THAT SAME 
FEELING AGAIN THIS VISIT. 
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PRESIDENT ODUBER, YOU COULD NOT HAVE CHOSEN A MORE 
BEAUTIEUL PLACE TO HOLD THIS RECEPTION. I HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT 
THE NATIONAL THEATER IS THE JEWEL BOX OF COSTA RICA AND THE 
JEWELS ARE THE NATIONAL CULTURAL GROUPS WHICH PEREORM HERE. 

BUT THE NATIONAL THEATER IS MORE THAN A BEAUTIEUL BUILDING - 
IT ISIM SYMBOL OE AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE COSTA RICAN NATIONAL 
CHARACTER - A DEVOTION TO THE ARTS AND TO CULTURE. I AM DELIGHTED 
THAT I WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TONIGHT TO HEAR A PEREORMANCE OE 
ONE OE THE EINEST GROUPS OP YOUNG MUSICIANS IN THE AMERICAS, 

COSTA RICA'S NATIONAL YOUTH SYMPHONY. 

ANOTHER ASPECT OP THE COSTA RICAN NATIONAL CHARACTER - ONE THAT 
IS VERY IMPORTANT TO PRESIDENT CARTER AND TO ME - IS THE DEVOTION 
OP COSTA RICANS TO DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 

COSTA RICA HAS ONE OP THE OLDEST AND PROUDEST TRADITIONS OP 
DEMOCRACY IN THE HEMISPHERE AND A PROUD TRADITION OF BELIEF IN 
INDIVIDUAL INITIATIVE AND SOCIAL EQUALITY. I WANT YOU TO KNOW 
THAT WE IN THE UNITED STATES ADMIRE COSTA RICA AND RESPECT COSTA 
RICA POR ITS DEMOCRATIC AND HUMANITARIAN TRADITIONS, AND THAT 
WE SHARE WITH COSTA RICA A CONVICTION THAT A PEOPLE CAN ONLY 
PLOURISH AND CAN ONLY ACHIEVE ITS HIGHEST POTENTIAL UNDER 
CONDITIONS OP PREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY. WE PARTICULARLY APPRECIATE 
AND IDENTIFY WITH COSTA RICA'S INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS QUESTIONS. AS PRESIDENT CARTER SAID ON APRIL 14, THE 
UNITED STATES WILL SIGN THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAP RIGHTS 
WYICH WAS NEGOTIATED HERE IN SAN JOSE. AS HE SAID ON 
MARCH 17, THE UNITED STATES ENDORSES AND WILL ACTIVELY SUPPORT 
THE COSTA RICAN PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH THE POSITION OF UNITED 
NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER POR HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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MY VISIT TO COSTA RICA HAS AS ITS MAIN PURPOSE AN EXCHANGE OP 
POINTS OP VIEW WITH LEADERS OP COSTA RICA ON IMPORTANT ISSUES 
AND POLICIES. PRESIDENT CARTER WANTED ME TO COME HERE TO EXPLAIN 
TO YOU THE POLICIES OP THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION, TO HEAR THE 
THOUGHTS AND REACTIONS OP COSTA RICAN LEADERS TO THOSE POLICIES, 

AND TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE. OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE, 

HE WANTED ME TO HEAR THE VIEWS OF COSTA RICAN LEADERS ON IMPORTANT 
QUESZDONS OF THE DAY AND TO SEEK A PULL UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR 
GOALS, POLICIES, AND OBJECTIVES. HE ALSO WANTED ME TO LEARN OP 
YOUR PROBLEMS AND CONCERNS AND TO ELICIT YOUR IDEAS OP WHAT 
THESUNITED STATES GOVERNMENT COULD OR SHOULD DO TO HELP WITH THOSE 
CONCERNS. MR. PRESIDENT, ALL OP THESE IMPORTANT THEMES WERE 
COVERED IN MY MEETING WITH YOU AND POREIGN MINISTER FACIO THIS 
AFTERNOON. I BELIEVE THAT OUR MEETING WILL HELP TO STRENGTHEN 
PURTHER THE BASIS POR CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO NATIONS. 

PINALLY, MR. PRESIDENT, I WANT TO EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE TO YOU 
POR HAVING CREATED THIS OPPORTUNITY POR ME TO MEET ALL OF 
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YOUR DISTINGUISHED GUESTS THIS EVENING. ALTHOUGH IT IS VERY 
BRIEF, THIS PERSONAL CONTACT WITH THDNFULL RANGE OF COSTA RICAN 
LEADERSHIP AND WITH THE MEMBERS OE THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS GREATLY 
ENHANCES MY UNDERSTANDING OF WHY THE COSTARICAN PEOPLE ARE COSTA 
RICA'S MOST IMPORTANT NATIONAL RESOURCE. END QUOTE. KILDAY 
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